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Dublin artist and photographer Gil Gillis stands inside the Ice
House, one of two neighboring event venues he’s designed

from historic properties downtown. In addition to a studio and
loft apartment space, the Ice House and Mackey, Perry, Prior

building next door have become two of Dublin’s most popular
event destinations.



1-877-275-2660
www.mydublinnissan.com

2046 Veterans Blvd.
(Across From The Mall)

1-877-275-2660
www.mydublinchevrolet.com

2042 Veterans Blvd.
(Across From The Mall)
2042 Veterans Blvd.
(Across From The Mall)

52017 EDITION



6 DOWNTOWN DUBLIN



DO
W
NT
OW

N
No

te
bo
ok

A taste of 
everything that’s
cooking around
Downtown Dublin

STORY BY CLAY REYNOLDS. PHOTOS BY
CLAY REYNOLDS AND GRIFFIN LOVETT.

HISTORICAL PHOTOS COURTESY 
OF SCOTT THOMPSON



8 DOWNTOWN DUBLIN

Banking on an
expanding future

Visions of the Big Apple have greeted recent vis-
itors to Bank of Dudley's headquarters on West
Jackson Street, where neighbors note that the cov-
ered sidewalk bypass directing traffic around its
ongoing construction work has downtown Dublin
looking like New York City. 

The bank set out to expand its downtown foot-
print in fall 2016 after purchasing the building next
door to its existing office at the corner of Jackson
and Roosevelt streets. Formerly Stevens Department
Store, Laurens Hardware, Deese Appliance and, most
recently, the law offices of Scott B. Thompson Sr., the
property is now set to become the 111-year-old
bank's newest addition. 

Its acquisition coincides with a three-part reno-
vation project kicked off by Bank of Dudley in the fall

purposed to grow the bank's existing offices
into the new space and then launch a full-scale
facelift that will restructure the layout of the
entire establishment. 

Work began with an initial - and now
complete - renovation of the new building, set
to house the bank's lending division, together
with other business departments and a new
boardroom. 

A second stage of construction, begun in
early 2017, looks to clear space on the existing
building's ground level, moving current occu-
pants into a new private suite of executive
offices and a call center on the second floor.
Below, a new lobby, with lots of much-needed
breathing room, will take shape. 

An eventual third phase of construction is
expected to incorporate the current area hous-
ing teller windows and customer service -

Bank of Dudley’ s expan-
sion and renovation
project began last
October, and is expected
to take roughly a year
to complete. The bank
hopes to hold a grand
re-opening in October
on its 112th birthday. 

^
Following an initial
phase of construction,
which preserved this
spiral staircase from
the original Stevens
Department Store, ren-
ovations at the bank
have moved from the
new addition into its
original buildings,
where plans call for
the multi-story office
to undergo a complete
overhaul inside and out. 

^
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Anticipated returns

located in the building nearest
Roosevelt Street - into the univer-
sal entrance and reception area
next door. 

"The existing bank, prior to
the purchase of the Thompson
building, was three buildings and
it was somewhat of a maze to get
through," said Bank of Dudley
President Sam Beall. "Phase II will
begin to open up the lobby and
make it more like a traditional
bank lobby with your open area,

A 100-plus year old building on West Jackson Street that
formerly housed a loan and tax preparation office is poised
to pay dividends for the downtown area under a new set of
owners. 

The Kolbie family, of Dublin, purchased the building in
early 2016 with a vision of restoring many of its historic
attributes while capitalizing on its residential and commer-
cial potential. 

Originally home of J.C. Penney department store, the
building's most recent occupant was Sunset Finance. 

The Kolbies' evolving set of plans for the space currently
involve repurposing its upper floor into a set of apartments
and its ground level as a retail space. They're currently in the
process of securing state and federal historic preservation
tax credits that will allow them to fund renovations set in
motion last July when crews took down the building's
facade to uncover its original brick and sandstone front. 

A timeline on any further work with the building
remains indefinite, although plans for its redevelopment fig-
ure to help increase the growing number of retailers and
restaurants setting up shop in the downtown area. 

Three new businesses announced plans in January to
join the downtown family. One, Ambree Johnson: A Shoe
Bar has already opened on West Jackson Street. Dublin's
Mint Boutique is also set to relocate its store to the corner
shop formerly home to Oatts Drug. Popular Milledgeville
brunch/lunch spot "The Local Yolkal," plans to open a Dublin
location on West Madison Street in March. 

"Retail is really seeing a resurgence in downtown right
now," said Downtown Development Authority director Tara
Bradshaw. 

your platform with offices
around the outer edges. It's
going to be much more effi-
cient for our people to see
and wait on the customers." 

The project's remaining
timeline calls for the ongo-
ing second phase to give

way to the third upon its com-
pletion in late June or early July.
Plans call for all work to be com-
pleted by October, at which
point the bank is hoping to hold
a grand re-opening on the 112th
anniversary of the bank's charter
in 1905. 

An architect’ s rendering projects the
new look of the bank’ s exterior, which
will unify four adjacent buildings upon
completion this fall. 

^

The Kolbie family’ s purchase and renovation
of this historic building has tabbed it as a
future home of downtown retail and resi-
dential development.^
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Paradise and
a Parking Lot

A project set to transform an entire
block of downtown Dublin is taking shape
on the north side of West Jackson Street.

Innovative plans to build a "Jackson
Street Plaza" that will link buildings around
the block bordered by Jackson, Jefferson,
Roosevelt and Gaines streets with a new
parking area and park-like greenspace
have been in motion for much of the past
year. Through a set of property acquisi-
tions and subsequent demolition of two
vacant buildings, the DDA has cleared the
way for construction on the project to
begin this summer. 

Officials had brainstormed the ven-
ture many years ago as a means of
enabling and encouraging development
of the upper stories in buildings on that
side of West Jackson Street - the same way
that addition and expansion of parking
lots behind structures on the south side
made possible the addition of condos,
apartments and loft spaces that now exist
there. 

"Any time you have a public entity
making an investment like this, it is to help
spur private investment," Bradshaw said.
"One of the things we've all known is this
particular side of West Jackson Street,

what we call the north side, does not have any direct
access to rear parking. You notice the other side has
rear parking and it has done wonders for it. We're
very confident that an investment like this in parking
and a beautiful plaza will help to spur private invest-
ment. Some of that you can already see." 

The parking area, on a lot previously owned by
Pitts Car World, will add close to 100 parking spaces
that connect to each street on the block via existing
alleyways and the plaza space, opening onto West
Jackson Street. Designs for the area, set to be final-
ized soon, call for a garden-like atmosphere with
ample vegetation, shade trees and a sizable water
feature. 

Groundbreaking on the project is expected by
the start of July with a tentative completion date in
the spring of summer of 2018. 

An official name for the plaza will be decided on
and given at a later date. 

The DDA acquired and
demolished this
vacant building, as
well as one facing
North Jefferson
Street, to clear the
way for construction
of the project, set to
begin sometime this
summer. 

^

Plans for the project
include the creation of
a park-like green
space in the area
between the buildings
that, together with
two beautified alley-
ways connecting with
Jefferson and
Roosevelt streets, will
link the entire block
to a new parking area
located behind it.  

^
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Stubbs Park Revival
A group of local citizens and organiza-
tions are doing their part to help make
Stubbs Park a center of life and culture
for the city of Dublin once again. 

Long a nucleus of recreation, leisure
and community fellowship for those in
and around the downtown area, the
park saw a decline in use and interest
over the last 5-10 years. But in the past
year, a great deal of support and invest-
ment from many in the community
have helped it make a number of strides
toward a return to prominence. 

An upstart organization formed in
2016 known as "Friends of Stubbs Park"
has led the way in a number of initia-
tives to contribute to the upkeep, beau-
tification and revitalization of the park. 

Volunteers representing the group
helped make and hang a brand new
sign at the head of the park, plant and
water a number of new trees and repair,
rebuild or repaint its bridges, gazebos
and stage area. 

Much of those improvements came
in advance of a two-day layover in
Dublin by Bicycle Ride Across Georgia
(BRAG), during which most of the par-
ticipants made camp for two nights in
the park. During an optional rest day,
some riders pedaled short routes
around the midstate while others hung
back in the park to enjoy live music at
the inaugural edition of "Dub Jam." 

Organized by Visit Dublin Ga., the
outdoor, acoustic music festival featured
a lineup made 100 percent of local
artists and performers representing
every genre and style of music imagina-

ble. The event, set to make a return this summer in
a three-day span from June 2-4, will be an annual
attraction. 

The ongoing revival of Stubbs Park, many of its
visionaries know, will also entail a revitalization of
the surrounding neighborhood. That effort is being
spearheaded by the City of Dublin, which con-
tributed to many of the park's recent upgrades by
pouring several new sidewalks and buying/repur-
posing a cluster of houses located across the street. 

One remodeled structure across Church Street
was dedicated in February as the Dublin Police
Department's new bicycle precinct, which will give
a new home to its growing division of mounted
officers deployed in a successful effort to increase
the visibility and approachability of law enforce-
ment throughout the city. The precinct, slated as a
base for up to 10 officers, will also double as a
training center for the DPD's explorer program. 

Two neighboring buildings will be used by the
City's Land Bank and the DPD's Transformers pro-
gram. 

Rachel and
Wesley
Blanchett
were among
more than a
dozen local music
acts that enter-
tained hundreds
at Stubbs Park’ s
“Dub Jam” during
the stay of close
to a hundred
BRAG cyclists in
June 2016.

^

The Dublin Police
Department’ s new
bicycle precinct,
opened in February, is
located next to the
park across Church
Street. 

^

Efforts by Friends of Stubbs Park
in the last year have contributed
to recent improvements through-
out the park that include new sig-
nage, a rebuilt stage area with
adjacent bridges and a number of
tree plants and landscaping. 

^
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Constructed to order
Dublin's Eastside Dairy

Queen served up a new era in
its expansive downtown his-
tory when it opened the
doors of a brand new restau-
rant the distance of just a
couple dozen footlong hot
dogs behind its old one in
early February. 

The new building, "signifi-
cantly different" from its pred-
ecessor, features the latest
and greatest amenities in
food preparation and cus-
tomer experience. In terms of
square footage, parking and
seating capacity, it's a great
deal larger than the previous
store, which was demolished
halfway through the construc-
tion process to make room. 

Plans to replace the old
restaurant, built in 1953, have
been in the works since fall of
2016. The 63-year-old eatery,
a local landmark in over half a
century of business, sold its
final blizzard Nov. 26 and was
torn down the following
week. 

The new store fired up its
brand new grill and ice cream
machine on Feb. 5 while also
flipping the switch on several
new features. Customers now
order from a set of fully-auto-
mated digital menu boards,
and can watch news or sports
on one of three 50-inch TVs
carrying live programming in
the dining room. 

Visitors to the prior loca-
tion, whose non-traditional
drive-thru window opened to
the passenger side of cars, will
be glad to note that the new
line runs counterclockwise as
it should. 

A large covered patio
extending from the front of
the building offers a great

Located on West
Jackson Street since
1953, Dairy Queen
opened a brand new
building behind its origi-
nal location this
February. The previous
store, located just in
front of the new one,
was closed and demol-
ished in November of
2016 while construc-
tion proceeded. 

^

Managers Elijah Mullis
(left) and Rodney O’ Neal
Sr. (right) lead the staff of
the restaurant’ s new
location, which features
all-new equipment and a 
number of modern ameni-
ties. 

^
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deal of outdoor seating, and is
equipped with a projector
and 10x10 screen available for
special group events. The
area, served by both fans and
heaters, can be fully- or par-
tially-enclosed with
retractable partitions to make
it comfortable year-round. 

The store's front also
offers additional space for
youth groups, ball teams and
other community organiza-
tions to utilize for fundraisers. 

"We tried to do more
community involvement with
this store," said owner/opera-
tor Dan Graham. "This is the
third one I've built, so we
learned some of our lessons
and made sure to include
these new activities." 

With added kitchen space
and new, state-of-the-art
equipment, the store is also
preparing to begin serving
breakfast - a first for Dublin-
area DQ franchises. Plans are

for the location to open for
morning serving hours and
debut its lineup for the
most important meal of
the day as soon as it can
staff the a.m. shift - likely
sometime in March or
April. 

"We're excited,"
Graham said. "The store's
all new. Every piece of
equipment in it is brand
new. The ice cream
machines are new and dif-
ferent. The staff's excited,
working with all the brand
new equipment and the
modernized, digital menu
boards inside."  

The new store is larg-
er in capacity, square
footage and parking
lot size than the old
one. Its drive-thru,
unlike the previous
store, puts the serving
window back on the
driver’ s side. 

Digital menu boards, live televisions
and an enclosable, covered outdoor
dining area are among many of the
new restaurant’ s modern touches. 

^

^

For more than 50
years, locals have
gathered for hot eats
and cool treats at the
restaurant’ s East
Jackson Street loca-
tion, which is now set
to serve a new gener-
ation of customers. 

^
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106 E. Jackson St. • 272-9956
Mon. - Fri. 9 to 5   Sat. 10 - 3

THE MINUTE GRILL

910 East Jackson St., Dublin • 478-272-4353
2210 Veterans Blvd., Dublin • 478-272-5634

826 South Harris St., Sandersville • 478-552-5102

Stop By

and See How Our

for updates and incentives

WWW.DublinFordLincoln.COM

2265 Veterans Blvd. • Dublin, GA 31021
478-272-0511

Others call you customers–we call you friends.
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306 Academy Ave.
Dublin

(478) 304-5100

Coffee • Tea • Wine 
Beer • Sandwiches

Salads • Pastries • Gelato

Come
See Us atOur New Location!

MYERS EQUIPMENT & SUPPLY
301 N. Jefferson St. • Dublin, GA 31021

478-272-7769

Specialists in Recreational Tracts, 
Agricultural, Timber and Equipment Loans

Fax (478) 272-4933

The Courier Herald
115 S. Jefferson St. • Dublin

478-272-5522
WWW.COURIER-HERALD.COM
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The dream
takes shape
Day by day, Dublin’s Martin Luther
King Jr. Memorial is transitioning
from vision to reality

Artist Corey Barksdale, of
Atlanta, submitted the
winning design for the
monument’s mural, which
features this impression of
King’s face. He visited
Dublin to paint the project
in July 2016. 

STORY BY CLAY REYNOLDS.
PHOTOS BY CLAY REYNOLDS AND PAYTON TOWNS III 
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rick by brick,
brushstroke by
brushstroke and
now detail by
detail, dreams

close to three years in the
making of a Martin Luther
King Jr. monument in down-
town Dublin are turning to
reality. 

Since early 2016, a coali-
tion of local organizations
have been joining forces to
construct a permanent hom-
age to the civil rights hero sit-
uated across the street from
Dublin's First African Baptist
Church, the site of his first
public speech delivered in
1944 at the age of 15. Slowly
throughout the past year, the
new downtown landmark has
begun to materialize. 

Phases of design and con-
struction have progressed
since a groundbreaking last
year. April 17, the anniversary
of his speech, is projected as a
target for completion and an
official unveiling of the marker. 

An iron plaque mounted
outside the church's entrance
currently commemorates
Kings' speech, delivered as
part of an oratorical contest
sponsored by the Colored Elks
Clubs of Georgia, holding its
state convention at the
church. 

Just 15 and a student at
Booker T. Washington High
School in Atlanta, the young
King stirred all in attendance
with his address, entitled "The
Negro and the Constitution."
He would later mention in his
autobiography the importance
the speech played in his devel-
opment as a civil rights leader. 

A solar-powered audio
box located at the monument
will play recordings, the first

an excerpt from his autobiography about the
speech, the second additional commentary
about his speech, the third his speech itself -
recorded by Dublin's Trey Spikes and Havon
Stanley - and the fourth reflections of Julie
Driger on her experience during the Civil Rights
Movement. 

Surrounding the audio player, mounted in a
pedastal decorated with stained glass that
resembles that in the windows of the neighbor-
ing church and engravings of King's famous

B

Top: The final phase of construction on the monument began in January
of this year. Above: Barksdale put the finishing touches on the mural dur-
ing the summer of 2016. Right: An engraved plate outside First AB
Church marks the location as site of King’s first public address. 
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quotations, will be a panorama of landscaping, art and
information all paying tribute to King and highlighting
this location as key in his journey. 

A mural, painted by Corey Barksdale of Atlanta, pic-
tures King's legacy in vivid color on a portion of the wall
of an adjacent building. Opposite it on a semicircular
concrete wall will be mounted a timeline of major events
in King's life and career. Several seating areas, landscap-
ing boxes and a water feature will also be added along
with a gateway sign to be installed above the entire
plaza. 

Designs for the monument were developed by Orion
Planning Group, of St. Simons. 

Planning and fundraising for the project, sponsored
jointly by Visit Dublin Ga., the Dublin-Laurens Historical

Society, Downtown Development Authority and First
African Baptist Church, began in January 2015. The
Dublin-Laurens Historical Society, City of Dublin, Georgia
Council for the Arts, Georgia Dept. of Economic
Development Tourism Division and others have helped
support and fund the project. 

Below: The monument’s plaza will feature an interactive pedestal at its center, sur-
rounded by landscaping, benches and a timeline of major events in King’s life inscribed
on the concrete wall. Top, right: Artist’s renderings show concepts of the completed
monument.
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102 EAST JACKSON ST., DUBLIN, GA
478-272-1203

STRICKLAND’S
BOOTS, INC.

www.alterranetworks.com

103 Travel Center Blvd.
Dublin, GA 31021

hamptoninn.hilton.com
478-998-0330 • phil.patel@hilton.com

478-246-6055
803 E. Jackson Street, Dublin• 478-272-3340803 E. Jackson Street, Dublin• 478-272-3340

 411 E. Court Street, Wrightsville • 478-864-2206 411 E. Court Street, Wrightsville • 478-864-2206
www.rochefarmandgarden.comwww.rochefarmandgarden.com

Where you’ll find everything the farmer, home gardener, 
professional landscaper, and home horticulturist might need. 

Expect old fashion, traditional, high quality 
service at both our locations. 



Maytag Home 
Appliances Center
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224 West Jackson Street - P.O. Box 1546 - Dublin, Georgia 31040

HOME APPLIANCES
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2489 Hwy. 80 West (Just past Walmart over the bypass) Dublin  •  478-353-1123

Jesica Davis
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Carol Milton
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carolmiltonrealtor
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Curtis Edwards
Realtor
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curtisedwards
@outlook.com

LeAnn Walker
Realtor

478-304-2386
leann.walker1990

@gmail.com

Kathy Thompson, Broker

kgracerealestate@gmail.com

• B.S. in Business Administration General Business track

• B.S. in Health Services Administration
• B.S. in Psychology Pre-Clinical and Counseling track

• B.S. in Public Service/Human Services
• B.S. in Interdisciplinary Studies Fall 2017

       Available at our Dublin Campus

Find your greatness mga.edu
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750 Sparta Road  •  Sandersville, GA 31082
1-800-342-6462

WWW.B-HTRANSFER.COM

B-H Transfer Co is a privately owned truckload motor 
carrier, which primarily serves the industrial minerals 
industry, its customers, and suppliers. We provide the 
services of liquid and dry bulk pneumatic tanks, dry 
vans, flatbeds, and the inland movement of ocean going 
containers for the ports of Savannah, GA, Charleston, 
SC, and other southeastern ports. With headquarters in 
Sandersville, Georgia, B-H Transfer Co has grown to 
serve a wide-ranging customer base with its many 
service capabilities.
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• Issue Marriage License
• Issue Weapons Carry License
• Probate Estates
• Guardianships
• Conservatorships
• Traffic Citations
• Oversee Federal, State & County Elections

Judge Helen W. Harper

Working For You 

Laurens County Courthouse • (478) 272-2566   
Mon. - Fri. - 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. 

Wound Consultation & Evaluation, Diagnostic & 
On-Going Assessments and Treatments

YOUR FIRST CHOICE
FOR WOUND CARE

New Wound Care Center®
Patients (What to Expect)
Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy, or HBOT, is a highly effective way to increase 
your body’s own natural wound-healing abilities. Normally, the air we 
breathe contains just 21% oxygen. But with our state-of-the-art 
technology, patients receive 100% oxygen at pressures greater than sea 
level atmospheric pressure, greatly increasing the amount delivered to 
the wound. For wound patients, this can mean many potential benefits 
including:

•  Faster rate of healing
•  Decreased swelling
•  Formation of new blood vessels
•  Enhanced bone growth
•  Preservation of tissue in flap surgery
•  Lower risk of infection

HBOT is not only highly effective but also very safe, and has been used 
for more than thirty years to treat a variety of medical conditions. Our 
hyperbaric oxygen chambers are used to treat diabetic foot ulcers, 
radiation injuries, compromised skin grafts, crush injuries and many 
other types of wounds.

Currently, the U.S. Federal Drug Administration authorizes hyperbaric 
oxygen therapy for treating many wounds including:

•  Diabetic foot ulcers (chronic sores)
•  Soft tissue radionecrosis (tissue damage related to radiation)
•  Osteoradionecrosis (bone damage related to radiation)
•  Chronic refractory osteomyelitis (infection of the bone or
   bone marrow)
•  Compromised skin grafts and flaps (from surgical procedures)
•  PAD (peripheral artery disease)
•  Crush injuries/Acute traumatic peripheral ischemia
   (wounding event resulting in reduced or lost blood flow)
•  Necrotizing fasciitis (rare infection of deeper layers of skin and 
   subcutaneous tissues-commonly referred to as flesh eating disease)
•  Gas gangrene (dead tissue due to insufficient blood flow)
•  Limb salvage (reattachment or amputations)
•  Burns (from thermal sources)

We treat all types of wounds including Diabetic 
ulcers, Ischemic ulcers, Venous insufficiency, 

Surgical wounds & Pressure ulcers.

124 West Madison St.
Dublin, GA

478-410-3500 

Self-referrals always accepted.

Anthony Davis, M.D.
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Dudley Funeral Home, one of Dublin’s oldest family
businesses, is a ‘Hub’ of local history. 

STORY AND PHOTOS BY DAHLIA ALLEN

Historic undertaking

From left: Alfred Pearson Sr., Carl Pearson and Alfred Pearson Jr.
make up Dudley Funeral Home’s current management. 
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unerals have changed in many ways since
1922 when Clayton and Katie Dudley with
their son Herbert Dudley founded C.D.
Dudley & Son Undertakers and Embalmers.

“Now, we operate on the needs of our
clients,” said Carl Pearson, director of client services for
Dudley Funeral Home. Pearson is the great-grandson of
Clayton and Katie Dudley and grandson of Herbert
Dudley, widely known by his nickname “Hub.”

In the decades after Clayton Dudley founded the
original funeral home, he expanded into other busi-
nesses based on the need for services to the African-
American community. One is the 30-acre Dudley
Memorial Cemetery on East Mary Street which received
its charter in 1934. 

Dudley went on to found the Laurens County
Casket Company that manufactured hand-crafted wood
and cloth caskets and the Laurens County Benevolent
Association that provided burial benefits for its mem-
bers in the 1930s. His Laborers-Mechanics Realty and
Investment Company, a bank that catered to black cus-
tomers, occupied part of the building. The bank vault’s
door remains in use in the funeral home.

In 1950, Hub Dudley’s wife, Mayme Ford Dudley,
became the first black woman in Georgia licensed by
the Georgia State Board of Funeral Service as a funeral
director. 

The funeral home remains a family affair. Pearson’s
father, Alfred Pearson Sr., is general manager and his
brother, Alfred Pearson Jr., is the funeral director. His
sisters, Ojetta Pearson and Dr. Herbertta Pearson-
Boone, are involved in the business as well. Pearson’s
wife Thomasenor Pearson, who also was one of the
owners, died in 2014.

The style in which people celebrate life and death is
increasingly diverse, Carl Pearson said.  “Used to, people
went to the church, heard the sermon, ate lunch and
went home,” he said. “Now, religious practices, family
and final situations all play into decisions.”

Funeral service programs often reflect the personal-
ity of the deceased, Pearson said. He showed off a pro-
gram decorated with Atlanta Falcons logos on each
page from a recent funeral. “We had one not long ago
where the family wanted pictures of cookbooks
because cooking was the lady’s hobby,” he said.

Another change in funerals involves the religious
beliefs of the family and the deceased. “Time was when
funeral services were Christian,” Pearson said. “In 2016,
we had Jewish, Buddhist, Muslim – all faiths.”

Pearson said that diversity plays a significant part,
adding, “If we’re going to serve people, we have to

observe their traditions.”
Cost and travel distance have contributed to

changes in funeral observances. Once virtually
unknown at Dudley Funeral Home, requests for crema-
tions have grown over the past two years and now
account for about 30 percent of the business, Pearson
said. He attributes the increased cremation requests to
calls for services for elderly people who have no family
here. 

Another growing trend is that of the family’s receiv-
ing guests for an hour or so before or after the service
rather than at a formal visitation in the days and
evenings before the funeral.  Changing this practice

Above: The funeral home is shown in 1966 with Jennie Ford Harris (Mayme
Dudley’s sister) and Alfred Pearson Sr. standing in front of a hearse. Top: The busi-
ness appears today as it did then at its original location facing East Jackson
Street. 

F



saves travel time for the family and
transportation costs for the funeral
home.

“Often, the funeral is a family
reunion for people who see each
other only when a death occurs,”
Pearson said, “but airlines have cut
out bereavement fares. Having it all
on the same day lets people drive in
and drive back out.”

Local population growth has
impacted services as well. “We used
to know everybody in the county.
Now, we sometimes have to call 911
to get an address,” he said.

As the Pearsons deal with a
younger clientele, they are adapting
to different ways of interacting with

people. They added a funeral home
website in 2011 for posting obituar-
ies. 

Originally, the funeral home
used limousines to transport fami-
lies to funerals because most peo-
ple did not have cars, Pearson said.

“The future will be dictated by
the clientele,” he said. “We now have
a fleet of limousines in colors other
than black because sometimes fami-
lies choose a color scheme. It’s all
about specialization to make the
service more meaningful for people
celebrating life.”    

With a staff of 35 people,
Dudley Funeral Homes handles an
average of 25 funerals a month. Half
of the staff members are ministers
who can serve the spiritual needs of
clients who do not have a home
church. Telephone calls are
answered 24 hours a day, seven
days a week, Pearson said.

Dudley Funeral Home is located

at 617 East Jackson Street. The tele-
phone number is (478) 272-5511. 

The website address is
ServicesByDudley.com.
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Above, right: Director of Client Services Carl Pearson holds the framed funeral license of his grandmother, Dudley
Funeral Home founder Mayme Dudley. Left: A “funeral fan” on display from a service conducted in 1942. Below: The
vault used by a bank that shared the funeral home’s building in the 1930s remains in use today. 
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ne side of the post
card that advertised
the 1957 opening of
Dudley’s Motel and
Café proclaims, “for

discriminating Negroes.”  The other
side carries a photo that includes the
sign reading “colored.”

“The motel was open 24 hours a
day because it was the only place
between Macon and Savannah where
blacks could stop,” Alfred Pearson Sr.
said. 

Pearson’s in-laws, Herbert “Hub”
and Mayme Dudley owned and oper-
ated the motel and café that occupied
the one-story, white building with red
trim at 505 East Jackson. They lived in
the house next door. 

The motel boasted 12 units with
televisions, telephones, ceramic tile
baths and showers, safe electric heat,
modern oak furniture, acoustical ceil-
ings and tasteful decorations. The
king-sized unit with a living room and
two bedrooms was family friendly.
Further, Dudley’s Motel had the bless-
ing of the Dublin Chamber of
Commerce. 

Before opening the motel, the
Dudleys had welcomed guests in their
Truxton Street home, a boarding
house known as Dudley’s Guest House.
That building burned in the1980s.

Dudley’s Motel and Café rated a
listing in a travel guide titled “Go” as an
accommodation for blacks. Pearson,
who was an insurance agent,
described driving 60 or 70 miles to find
a place to eat a meal in a restaurant. 

“The café and motel was one of
the best services we could have pro-
vided,” he said.

But the business added a new role
during the Civil Rights Movement of
the 1960s.

“Black ministers gathered there
and strategized and planned sit-ins
and marches,” Pearson said. “It was a
safe house where people could gath-
er.”

East Jackson Street also is U.S.

Highway 80. Prior to the building of
Interstate 16, U.S. 80 was the main
artery for traffic between Macon and
Savannah.

Civil rights workers traveling
through Middle Georgia spent the
night at the motel and ate at the café.
The most famous guest stayed there in
1961 – Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

O

The front of a postcard distributed in 1957 shows Dudley’s Motel and Café as it appeared just after it
opened. The back of the card (above, opposite) advertised the business as a segregation-era haven for
blacks looking for a place to stop along the road for food, restrooms and lodging. 

‘‘ HH uu bb’’  oo ff   HH ii ss tt oo rr yy
HHee rrbb ee rr tt   ‘‘ HHuu bb’’  DD uu dd llee yy ’’ss   dd ooww nntt ooww nn  hhoo tt eell   aa nndd   cc aa fféé,,   aa nndd   ii ttss   rroo llee   ii nn  tt hh ee  CCii vvii ll   RR iigghh tt ss   MM oovvee mm eenntt



Pearson and his wife Thomasenor had a
baby daughter, Ojetta, whom he took to meet
King. “Tensions were high. Thomasenor and
Mayme were scared to death that somebody
would shoot at us and hurt the baby,” he said.

Dr. William Blount of Atlanta, a member of
the extended Dudley family who worked at the

Opposite, top: The motel and café grew out of Dudley’s Funeral Home
(opposite, top as it appeared in 1934) and family boarding house on
Truxton Street. Bottom: The motel is no longer in operation, although
its repurposed buildings still remain on-site. 

motel and nearby gas station as a young man, remembers serving
King in the café and pumping gas into King’s car. 

High-profile guests such as the youthful Andrew Young who later
became mayor of Atlanta and then ambassador to the United Nations
often accompanied King. 

"That was always a stop because they had good food and you
could also catch up with all the politics in Georgia," Young said. "Those
were the times when you couldn't go to the bathroom everywhere,
so you sort of planned your stops."

He also valued the opportunity to spend time catching up with
Hub Dudley, who could fill him in on the latest local happenings relat-
ing to the civil rights movement - news that often went unreported
by most media. His knowledge of those current events, and familiarity
with the area, made him a great resource for civil rights figures as
much as any everyday traveler. 

"Here was a guy who ran a good business, who knew everybody
and who everybody respected his opinion, and everybody stopped
there to get it," Young said. "It was part of that southern grapevine
that Gladys Knight sings about… You got your information at - I hate
to call it a roadhouse, but that's probably what it was in those days - a
place where everybody on the road stopped. Whatever they needed,
he knew where to get it. And he'd tell you where to stop in the next
town, or whichever way you were going." 

Other travelers in the cause of civil rights who stopped at
Dudley’s Motel included Rev. Hosea Williams, Rev. Ralph David
Abernathy, former Atlanta Mayor Maynard Jackson and his mother,
Irene Dobbs Jackson, who was a friend of Mayme Dudley.

“They would come through here undercover every three or four
months and have meetings here,” Blount said. 

Not all the well-known guests were in Dublin on serious business
however. Musician Little Richard stayed at the motel when he was in
town to perform at Dudley’s Retreat, a restaurant the Dudleys operat-
ed in the house on Truxton Street.

The Public Accommodations Act of 1964 did not come to Dublin
until the Holiday Inn opened in 1968, Pearson said. About that time,
the “colored” sign at Dudley’s Motel got a coat of paint, and white
guests began patronizing the motel. 

Dudley’s Motel and Café ceased operating in the 1980s. The
building still stands and just might serve as a reminder of the things
that did not happen in 1960s Dublin.

“Tension here was probably less than in lots of other cities
because people had a place to go,” Pearson said. 



Our Sales & Catering professionals are available to assist you with your guest room and event needs. Please phone us at:

HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS & SUITES - DUBLIN
(478) 272-7862 | 2192 Highway 441 South, Dublin, Georgia 31021 | www.hiexpress.com/dublinga

• Complimentary hot breakfast buffet 
for all guests

• 32 inch flat screens in all rooms
• Keurig coffee makers in all rooms
• Refrigerators and microwaves in all rooms
• Free 24 hour business center and fitness room
• 24 hour guest laundry facility

• Seasonal outdoor pool with sunbathing deck
• Suites for 6 people and Jacuzzi suites available
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DUBLIN
INTERNATIONAL MARKET

ANTIQUE MALL

708 E. Jackson St. • Dublin GA 31021
(across the street from Dairy Queen & Dublin glass)

478-272-0824 • 678-488-2369
Tuesday - Saturday: 10:00 a.m.–6:30p.m. • Sunday: 12:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m.

Antiques & Things • Over 50 Booths! • More Than 10,000 sq. ft. of Booth Spaces!
R e c e n t l y  R e n o v a t e d  •  C l i m a t e  C o n t r o l l e d  •  P l e n t y  o f  P a r k i n g
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201 W. Jackson St.
Dublin, GA 31021
(478) 595-0181

Monday–Saturday: 10 a.m.–6:00 p.m.
S H O P T H E E X C H A N G E . C O

128 A West Jackson Street
Dublin, GA 31021

W W W. A M B R E E J A M E S O N . C O M

Good Shoes Take You Good Places
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The Ice House, simultaneously one of
Downtown Dublin’s coolest and hottest
event venues, has a new neighbor - yet
another historic property restored by a

visionary craftsman. 

big, old, red brick
warehouse stands
stoically yet grace-
fully facing the rail-
road tracks between

old Telfair and Monroe streets in
downtown Dublin. Its pine doors,
accents and some exteriors are
painted a fresh forest green, not
extraordinary in and of itself, yet
what is inside is as unique as any-
thing you will find anywhere.

Gil Gillis, who owns the build-
ing called the Icehouse, believes it
was built around 1925, and that his
grandfather, a prominent Laurens
County businessman, either built it
himself or came to possess it some-
time after that. Learning about its
history and that of a sister structure
next door which Gillis acquired in
2016 has recently become a sort of
hobby for him. He has learned bits

and pieces of the structures' history
here and there from several differ-
ent people, but he has found little
evidence to serve as corroboration.

Local historian Scott Thompson
has dug into the past a bit and
found advertisements in The
Courier Herald from 1950-59 which
indicate the Icehouse was indeed
The Mackey Ice and Freezer
Company, owned and operated by
Elmer B. Mackey, Gillis's grandfather. 

Later issues of the newspaper
track some other businesses which
operated in  the building: Dublin Ice
Company, starting in 1960, owned
by H.G. Chambless and C.H.
McMillan; in 1966, Birdsey Feed
Warehouse; in 1969, the Furniture
Barn; and in 1975, Patriot Table
Manufacturing Company. Finally, a
1986 advertisement shows the
building was "the old McMillan

A

STORY BY SANDY ALDRIDGE. PHOTOS BY CLAY REYNOLDS, SANDY ALDRIDGE AND GIL GILLIS.

Gillis has owned The Ice
House, which originally

belonged to his grandfather,
since 1994. The building fea-
tures a large event space in
addition to his music and

photography studios. He pur-
chased the Mackey, Perry,

Prior building next door for
similar purposes last year.

Restorative
Masterpieces
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Frozen Foods Building now occupied
by J's Used Furniture & Variety Store."

Gillis bought the Icehouse in 1994,
bringing one of the buildings which his
grandfather owned in the 50s back to
his family.

Although the history of the struc-
ture is not well-known, the Icehouse is
still an important part of Dublin's
downtown district, especially since
Gillis renovated it in 2007, transforming
it into an event venue.

The laid-back, professional pho-
tographer and genteel businessman,
who is more comfortable in brogans
and blue jeans than traditional
wingtips and slacks, cleaned up and
restored much of the building's interior.
He reinvented its purpose, giving it a
fresh, modern identity to match his
own unique style. The restored build-
ing with its new purpose has helped to
return activity and vibrance to the
downtown.

Gillis transformed the old ware-
house into a stylish, sophisticated
venue for large, social gatherings. His
offices, a photography/art studio and a
private recording studio take up a few
private rooms, and his private collec-
tion of musical instruments adorn the
recording studio where he spends
hours and hours composing and play-
ing music, his true passion in life. His
signature larger-than-life photographs
are displayed throughout the building.

A caterer's kitchen was added
before he started renting the facility 10
years ago. In the venue's large open
space, a comfortable 225 can stand or

dance or sit, as the individual party
prefers, and a wide raised gallery down
one side of the room provides even
more space. A small platform stage in
the corner exists for performers or
musical equipment.  An outdoor brick
courtyard which he calls "The Alley"
provides additional space for guests to
take in the fresh air. Strands of cafe
lights draped overhead exude warmth
and charm and extend the urban
ambiance which exists inside the
Icehouse.

The floors are still concrete as they
were during the days when it was a
true icehouse.

Since Gillis took it over in the mid-
90s, there has been no other place
quite like it in Middle Georgia - until
now.

Standing next to the Icehouse is
another 15,000-square-foot sister ware-
house which Gillis's grandfather also
owned for many years. He doesn't
know exactly how old the building is or
exactly who built it, but he does know
that in business with his grandfather
for some time were two other entre-
preneurs - Hugh Perry and a Mr. Prior.
The three collaborated and, according
to Gillis, ran separate businesses from
the warehouse at the same time:
"Mackey was lumber, Perry was plumb-
ing," Gillis thinks, "and Prior was electri-
cal." They wrote their names on the
building: "Mackey, Perry, Prior." Gillis has
dubbed the building so again in the
same bold, black letters.

Javan Garner, an octogenarian
who still lives in Dublin, remembers vis-

The Ice House’s lighted alleyway and
indoor event space (below) make for a

magical atmosphere at events like
rehearsal dinners and wedding parties.
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iting  Mackey, Perry, Prior as a boy. He says his father took him there
during the 30s and 40s to buy windows and doors for their home. He
recalls hearing the sounds of saws, plainers and other equipment in
operation as door and window units were constructed in the 5,000-
foot open shop area in back. Perry, who was also the Garners' neigh-
bor, waited on them and ran the store. He said Mackey, "a fairly
wealthy man, probably owned most of the building."

The Mackey family continued to own the building for many
years, even after Gillis's grandfather died in 1960. Mrs. Evie Mackey
rented the big, old warehouse to others throughout the years, among
them Glenn Mullis in 1973 for his electrical supply business. Mullis left
there in '85 and moved across town.

Wallace Smith bought the building from Mrs. Mackey that same
year and opened Shamrock Kiddie Rides, or SKR, a business he
owned and ran for three decades. He sold the building to Gillis in
2016. 

After nine months of painstaking renovation and restoration,
Gillis turned his investment into a multi-faceted structure which, like
the Icehouse, he rents out as an event venue. This one is a bit smaller,
though, and accommodates around 60. He has rented it a number of
times the past five months for different events: a small wedding, a
couple of anniversary parties and a 60th birthday party among them.

He uses the shop as his personal work studio for his photography
and encaustic - or hot wax - painting. The art involves using heated
beeswax to which colored pigments are added. The liquid or paste is

Gillis (right) provides the vision and artistry for both buildings, while Sue Colter (left) handles 
booking and business operations. At left: The Mackey, Perry, Prior building underwent nine months

of renovations to become a similar, though smaller, event space compared to the Ice House.
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then applied to a surface — usually
prepared wood, canvas or some other
material. Many of Gillis's encaustic cre-
ations, as well as his photography,
adorn the walls of the Icehouse.

Besides the event venue and his
personal work space, Gillis also con-
structed a 2,100-square-foot apart-
ment which he rents to a local couple.
The apartment occupies a second-
floor space traditionally referred to as
an attic or a loft and which businesses
commonly used for storage. "The Loft"
then is appropriately what Gillis calls
the apartment. A local young couple
moved in the very day The Loft was
finished.

Lindsay and Steven Black were liv-
ing in another downtown location
when they heard that Gillis was reno-
vating a loft apartment in the Mackey,
Perry, Prior building.

"When we moved here last year,
we knew we wanted to live in the

downtown," said Lindsay. "That is
where the heart of any community is."

"We moved into a great apart-
ment over Smith's Jewelers and have
really enjoyed living there. We like the
accessibility to the farmer's market,
Theatre Dublin and the Carnegie, and
it's only a short walk to restaurants
and shopping. We absolutely love liv-
ing downtown."

"When we heard about this loft
apartment, however, we called Gil
immediately. We knew we wanted to
be here. We love the open concept -
only the bathroom and closets are
separated from the space by doors."

The building's location a couple of
blocks from the center of downtown
makes it a more quiet and peaceful
place to live without the traffic of the
main thoroughfare.

There are many historically inter-
esting aspects of the Mackey, Perry,
Prior building, including a 25-foot-
high ceiling in the entry area - a den,
really - where Gillis tore out the bead
board ceilings, as well as the entire
second floor, and exposed dozens of
old pine rafters and beams.

He left one original window in the
former second-floor space placed in
an odd location - above a fireplace
which didn't even exist until he

brought in local masons to construct it
and a chimney which had to be built
twice. The story of the chimney and
the window is interesting, says Gillis
with a smile.

He took the bead board from the
ceilings and made wonderful barn
doors to separate the rental space
from the shop. Another barn door pro-
vides access to the outside through
which vendors may easily unload their
creations and supplies. Once inside, a
full caterer's kitchen and a separate
bar provide state-of-the-art equip-
ment, and plenty of space exists for
guests to sit, stand and mingle before
and after dinner.

All the removed pine was recondi-
tioned and used to further the
Southwestern theme Gillis chose,
adding even more quaint appeal to
the room. The rich, dark color of the
rafters and beams provides pleasing,
visual symmetry in the room and nice-
ly complement other unusual ele-
ments which make up the total effect.

Other wood original to the build-
ing has been used throughout the
venue. Thick support beams retrieved
from on high were sectioned to make
massive shelves as well as a long man-
tle above the new fireplace. Not only
are the mantle and shelves made from

Steven and Lindsay Black, together with
their two dogs, currently reside in the loft
apartment above the Mackey, Perry, Prior

building. Its open floor plan separates
only the  restrooms and closets from the

main living area, one open space.



February 23 - March 20 - Green Up for St. Patrick’s
February 25 - Cruzin in the Pines
February 28 - Dazzling Designs & Desserts
March 2 - Concert on the Green
March 2 - Littlest Leprechaun Contest
March 2 - Awards Banquet
March 2 - Shamrock Shootout
March 3- Senior Prom
March 3 - 4 - St. Patrick’s Pig in the Park BBQ Championship
March 4 - Clean and Green Golf Tournament
March 4 - Faster Than a Pastor Walk Run
March 4 - Kite Flying Jamboree
March 4 - Miss Emerald City Pageant
March 5 - March Musicale
March 6 - 24 - 9th Annual Serenity Hospice Tour of Doors
March 7 - Baby Erin Go Bragh
March 7 - Canasta, Bridge & MahJong Tournament
March 9 - Luck of the Irish Bunko
March 9 - 10 - St. Patrick’s Raider Invitational Band Festival
March 10 - Easter Seals-Century 21 Durden & Kornegay Golf Classic
March 10 - Irish Music Night
March 10 - 11 - Shamrock Your Ride
March 10 - 11 - Irish Balloon Fest
March 11 - Oconee Regional Library Used Book Sale
March 11 - St. Pawtricks Dog Costume Contest
March 11 - Dublin-Laurens Distinguished Young Women
March 11 - Little Miss Colleen Pageant
March 13 - Irish Variety Show by St. Fintan’s School Drama Depart.
March 14 - 34th Annual Irish Chamber Breakfast
March 14 - Leprechaun Contest
March 14 - 17 - Dublin Service League St. Patrick’s Mail Stamp
March 15 - St. Patrick’s Youth Rally
March 16 - Exchange Club Pancake Supper
March 17 - Joint Civic Luncheon
March 17 - Celebration Gala Featuring Dueling Pianos
March 18 - Leprechaun Road Race
March 18 - Arts & Crafts Festival
March 18 - Dublin St. Patrick’s Day Parade
March 18 - Irish Corned Beef & Cabbage Dinner
March 18 - “Shamrock” at Stubbs Park w/Sunbelt Revolution
March 18 - St. Patrick’s Gospel Sing
March 19 - Laugh All Night 
March 25 - St Patrick’s Slam Golf Tourney
March 25 - Blessing of the Bikes

2017 St. Patrick’s Festival
List of Events

Go to www.dublinstpatricks.com for more information.
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the old pine, all the dining room tables are also crafted
from it by local craftsmen named Walter Haywood and
Gernot Schaaf. Schaaf did the ironwork on the table bases
after Haywood made the tops.

Enamored with restoring and repurposing, Gillis had
another local craftsman - a blacksmith named Lucas
Shepherd - make an extremely unique table from an indus-
trial-size fan that was left in the warehouse by previous
owners. The huge glass-top table now occupies a spacious
corner in the bar. 

Black and white Spanish tiles were laid in the den in
the Southwestern style, and stucco was applied to the plas-
tered walls. Gillis then tried something new about which he
had only read - limewash - a technique of European origins
for walls.

He tells of how his attempts to apply the limewash just
did not satisfy him, so he asked Alex Conrad, of Los
Angeles, owner of Vasari Plaster and Stucco, for help. When
none of Conrad's employees could travel cross-country to
do the job in Dublin, he came himself.

"Alex absolutely loved it here," said Gillis, "especially the
downtown. He was here three or four days completing the
work which could not have turned out better. I am very for-
tunate he could come and do it." 

The remaining decor came together equally well with
help from local craftsmen and his longtime friend and
coworker, Sue Colter. She helped him select a distressed
brown leather sofa and chairs to go in the den as well as an
iron-base, glass-top coffee table. Colter made an end table
of three Belgium flower bulb trays which she found at Scott
Antique Flea Market in Jonesboro.  

"Sue has an eye for things like that and is so good at
decorating. A lot of the ideas here are hers, like a special
table in the dining room made of two antique sawhorses.
She also chose the bar and dining room chairs," says Gillis.
Now that the renovation is complete, Colter handles the
event rental business for him.

Perhaps the most interesting addition to the Mackey,
Perry, Prior building is a magnificent, wrought-iron chande-
lier which hangs from the high ceiling in the den. It provid-
ed Gillis with inspiration for the Southwestern theme.

He received the chandelier from Rep. Matt Hatchett,
whose father, Dr. Tom Hatchett, made the light fixture from
scratch. The retired dentist was a blacksmith as a hobby
and made the chandelier for his retirement home in
Colorado years ago. Upon returning to Dublin, Dr. Hatchett
gave the chandelier to his son who put it in storage having
nowhere to use such a large fixture. When Gillis told Matt
his plans for the old warehouse, Hatchett offered him the
chandelier. Gillis loved it. "Everything echoes off that chan-
delier," he said.

The Icehouse and the Mackey, Perry, Prior building
may be rented by contacting Colter at 478-278-7224.




