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Newly engaged? If you
are or if you know someone
who is, you know that it is a
time full of much excite-
ment and planning. After
you determine the details
like the venue and the date,
it is time to start thinking
about registering for gifts
you would like to receive. 

At Smith’s, we offer a
large selection of china,
crystal, flatware and serv-
ing pieces for you to choose
from when registering. Our
knowledgeable team would
love to assist you in tailor-
ing your registry to comple-
ment your personal style as
you start your life as newly-
weds.

Gift giving is a way for
guests to celebrate your
wedding and to help you
stock your new home. Your
guests want to buy you gifts
and no, it's not tacky or
looks like you're "asking"
for things. Registering for
gifts saves you time and

also makes it easier for
guests to give you some-
thing they know you’ll love. 

The average ages of
today’s brides and grooms
are older (26 and 28,
respectively, for first mar-
riages) and more estab-
lished than those of yester-
year. Today, compared to
years past, grooms are
requesting more household
items since they now do
about one third of the cook-
ing. In the tabletop indus-
try today, we are seeing
many china lines introduce
melamine products that
look similar to well known
patterns, such as Juliska
Berry and Thread and
Vietri Lastra. These intro-
ductions make it easier to
dress up your outdoor
entertaining. We also find
that brides appreciate that
most products are now
dishwasher safe, even those
with hand painted gold
details like Herend and
Annieglass!  Details such as
these make for a bridal reg-

66  ttiippss  ffoorr  bbuuiillddiinngg  yyoouurr  bbrriiddaall  rreeggiissttrryy......
By NATALIE CURRY
Owner, Smith's 

Registering for gifts with retailers like Smith's in
Downtown Dublin saves time, and makes it easier for
guests to give you something to celebrate your wedding
and stock your new home that you'll love//SSPPEECCIIAALL  PPHHOOTTOO
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HELPFUL TIPS

ON THE COVER

JJaammiiee  &&  MMeeggaann  CCrraafftt
How the two combined
advice of friends with their
own individual tastes to craft
a fall wedding equal parts
unique and special//PPAAGGEE  44

RRoobb  &&  RRaacchheell  EEaasstt  
The local couple's strong
bonds with their hometown
shined through the summer
ceremony as they tied the
knot last June//PPAAGGEE  77

JJuussttiinn  &&  MMeegg  EEvvaannss
A "courtship of law" that 
followed the chance first
meeting for this couple in a
brand new legal firm led to a
happy ending in their May
wedding celebration//PPAAGGEE
1111

MMaatttt  &&  EErriikkaa  SStteeppttooee
These two high school
sweethearts showcased 
classical elegance in their
spring ceremony by working
hard and dreaming big in the
process of planning the 
perfect wedding//PPAAGGEE  1144

SSmmiitthh''ss
6 tips for building your bridal
registry//PPAAGGEE  22

CCoolllleeeenn''ss  CChhiinnaa  aanndd
CCoolllleeccttiibblleess  
8 reasons couples should
register at a small business
that specializes in bridal 
registries//PPAAGGEE  1199

... and plenty more

Local brides (clockwise from
top left) Rachel East, Megan
Craft, Meg Evans and Erika
Steptoe are pictured during
their wedding celebrations,
featured in The Courier
Herald's 2019 Bridal
Directory//SSPPEECCIIAALL  PPHHOOTTOOSS



istry with a variety of items.
There isn’t a right or wrong
way to register because
each couple is unique with
different ideas about how
they will entertain. Here
are a few things to keep in
mind when creating your
bridal registries.

�Register Early:
Registering for wedding
gifts should be one of the
first tasks you tackle on
your wedding to do list,
especially if your family or
friends are hosting an
engagement party. Take
the guesswork out of gift
giving by making sure your
guests know what you
want. You don’t have to
have a completed list
immediately, as it is some-
thing that will evolve
throughout your engage-
ment. Most of your guests
will be making purchases
shortly before your wed-
ding day, so if you create a
registry early in your
engagement, check in and
add additional items before
your big day.

� Register Together:
You will want to register for
gifts the two of you will
both enjoy, not only today
but down the road as well.
To decide on what you
need, take inventory of the
things you already have
and talk about the style of
home you'd like to share.
Consider things like your
entertaining style and what

your life may look like ten
years from now. You may
decide you need that gravy
boat for Thanksgiving or a
set of towels for your guest
room.

� Know the Fine
Print: It is always a good
idea to check on the store’s
exchange/return policy
when registering. Your reg-
istry should be conven-
ient—for both you and your
guests. Make sure your reg-
istry will be available
online or when selecting a
local shop, that guests can
place orders over the
phone. Being aware of the
store's return and exchange
timelines will help you bet-
ter plan and manage your
registry.

� Register for All
Price Points: Be sure to
register for items in a wide
range of price points: under

$50, under $75, under
$100, under $200, and
beyond, so all of your
guests can choose gifts they
can afford. You don't want
your college friend feeling
overwhelmed by the fact
that they can't find a single
gift; and on the opposite
side, you don't want your
parents' closest friends to
have to buy you a multitude
of smaller items to give you
a generous gift. Offering a
variety of price points also
makes it easier for those
friends and family mem-
bers who may be purchas-
ing a shower and a wedding
gift.

� Update Often:
Make sure to revisit your
registry often and update it
with additional selections
as products are purchased,
so that guests always have a
variety of choices. A good

rule of thumb: have more
items on your registry than
guests at your wedding, to
accommodate for engage-
ment party and shower
gifts and to give people
choices.

� Always Give
Thanks: Be gracious -- let
your guests know their gifts
have arrived -- promptly.
Thank you notes for gifts
received before the wed-
ding should be sent within
two weeks of their arrival.
Notes for gifts received on
or after the wedding day
should be sent within a
month of your return from
the honeymoon. When you
sit down to write thank you
notes, mention the gift by
name and share a few per-
sonal details (like how you
plan to use it or why you
love the color so much).

Keep in mind that

guests are excited for your
next big chapter in life as a
married couple and they
want to celebrate with you.
Your registry is a guide-
book for them to use while
shopping. Registering for
gifts takes the guesswork
out of gift-shopping for
your guests, and ensures
that you’ll begin your mar-
ried life with the necessi-
ties.

Stay true to yourself and
your style as a couple. You
don't need to register for
every "must-have" item on
the registry list. The more
details and options that you
provide, the greater the
odds are that guests will
find gifts they connect with
and want to purchase. Keep
it simple, but with options,
and enjoy the time plan-
ning for your life together
as newlyweds!
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DID YOU KNOW?
According to Zola, a free
suite of wedding tools,
summer has been
upstaged by autumn as the
most popular time of the
year to tie the knot. For the
first time, this year 40 per-
cent of all weddings will
take place during the
months of September and
October. Additionally, the
site identified October 20,
October 13 and September
29, each a Saturday, as the
most popular wedding
dates, respectively, of
2018.
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Megan and Jamie Craft
were engaged for eight
months before they mar-
ried Nov. 11, 2017. During
those months, Megan lived
with a binder of wedding
plans she put together not
long after Jamie proposed.

“I had a checklist, and I
checked off each thing as it
was completed,” she said.
“It kept me on track.” 

The couple met at
Brewton-Parker College
and dated for five years.
While Jamie is a Dublin
native, Megan is from
Atlanta. When they began
planning their wedding,
she turned to friends for
advice about food and dec-
orations. They melded
friends’ suggestions and
their personal tastes to
design the wedding of their
dreams. 

At 3 p.m. on an autumn
day, Megan and Jamie
were married at the
Walker Farm owned by
their friends Jack and
Buffy Walker. “The wed-
ding was outdoors between
two ponds,” Megan said.
“The weather was sunny
and just beautiful.”

In addition to the beau-
ty of the setting, Megan
and Jamie chose the
Walker Farm because their
pastor, the Rev. Chad
McDaniel of Christ Chapel
in Dublin, and his wife,
Kari, live there. He per-
formed their ceremony,
and she coordinated the
wedding. Jamie is worship

leader at the church, and
the couples are close
friends.

Megan chose her wed-
ding gown and brides-
maids’ dresses at David’s
Bridal in Atlanta. Her eight
attendants wore floor-
length gowns she
described as a “minty blue”
– her favorite color – that
complimented her gown.
The flowers from Classic
Florist enhanced the color
of the dresses.

“Everybody told me we
needed to go to Classic
Florist,” she said. “The first
time I met Randy (Stone),
I knew I was going there. I
would take pictures of
flowers I found online and
take them to him, and he
would make it work. My
bouquet had eucalyptus,
Queen Anne’s lace, succu-
lents, white roses, peonies
and lots of greenery with
long branches.”

For the reception, the
bridal party and guests
moved inside a huge, white
tent provided by Don’s
Tent Rentals.  The center
pieces were the wedding
cake and the groom’s cake.
Both came from
Williamson’s Bakery, a fix-
ture in Dublin for more
than half a century. “My
family swears by
Williamson’s,” Jamie said.

The result of the cake
tasting at the bakery was a
five-tier cake, each tier a
different flavor. The large,
bottom layer was marbled
with chocolate. The next
layer up was strawberry,
the next key lime followed

By DAHLIA ALLEN
Contributor 

Craft-ing the 
perfect wedding...
Megan and Jamie Craft mixed
advice from friends with their
own distinctive flavor to create 
a fall wedding that was every
bit unique and special 

Jamie and Megan Craft (above) were married Nov. 11 in an outdoor ceremony on the 
farm of Dublin's Jack and Buffy Walker. Their wedding party was also held on the scenic 
property underneath a large tent (below)//SSPPEECCIIAALL  PPHHOOTTOOSS



Let us be a part of your special day!
We can do it all.

• Indoor and Outdoor Wedding Venues • Rehearsal Dinners
• Bridal Showers • Lodging for your out of town guests

• Honeymoon suite for the happy couple

711 Bellevue Ave., Dublin, GA
478-275-4551
JoAnn Simms, Innkeeper

innkeeper@pagehousebb.com
www.pagehousebb.com
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by red velvet and a vanilla
topper. The chocolate
groom’s cake was
Superman themed. “Jamie
is a such a Superman fan –
all things superman,”
Megan said.

Another decision
involved choosing the food
for the rehearsal dinner
and the reception. In both
cases, they went with their
personal tastes. They held

the rehearsal dinner at
Deano’s Italian Grill in
downtown Dublin. “We
love Italian food, and we’re
good friends with the own-
ers Rob and Jennifer
Shaffer. They had just fin-
ished the upstairs, and it
was beautiful.”

For the wedding recep-
tion, Megan and Jamie
decided again to trust their
personal tastes. “For the

longest time, we struggled
with the food,” Megan said.
“We wanted to please
everybody. Finally, we
decided to go with our
favorites.”

They settled on a taco,
nacho and burrito bar
catered by Salsa’s Mexican
Restaurant on Mall Road.
“Mexican food is our
absolute favorite,” Megan
said. “We even had a

The Crafts' five-tier wedding cake by Williamson's Bakery
featured a different flavor of cake on each different level
//SSPPEECCIIAALL  PPHHOOTTOO



Those ready to "pop the
question" may wonder
about the right way to initi-
ate an engagement propos-
al. Because a marriage pro-
posal is such a memorable
moment in a couples' lives
together, those doing the
proposing often go to great
lengths to ensure things go
smoothly. While there is no
proposal playbook, these
guidelines can assist those
ready to take the leap.

! Add a personal touch.
It's easy to get caught up in
making a marriage propos-
al a spectacle or something
worthy of a social media
post. But taking a sweet-
heart back to a special place
that recalls a significant
moment can set the back-
drop for a memorable pro-
posal. Incorporating the
place you first met or a spe-
cial song into the proposal
can make it that much
more personal and mean-
ingful.

! Embrace the old fash-
ioned. It may be romantic

to step back in time and fol-
lowed the traditions of yes-
teryear. Show respect to
future in-laws by speaking
to them about intentions to
propose and ask for their

blessings. Get down on
bended knee when asking
for a sweetheart's hand.
Such gestures add up to
meaningful expressions of
love.

! Consider timing. A
person may be so excited to
propose that he or she fails
to consider how the other
person in the relationship
is feeling. If that person is

overwhelmed by work proj-
ects or stressed about
upcoming events, consider
waiting to propose at a
more relaxed time.

! Enlist help from oth-
ers. It can be a challenge to
keep your excitement hid-
den while collecting infor-
mation about a future
spouse's likes and dislikes.
Ask friends and close fami-
ly members to be your
accomplices so that infor-
mation can be gathered
without generating suspi-
cion. This can be especially
helpful when finding the
perfect ring.

! Keep it simple. The
more complex a proposal,
the more opportunities for
things to go wrong.
Simplicity, even if it means
keeping the proposal to
yourself until the question
has been popped, can make
for an extra special
moment.

Marriage proposals
happen every day. With
humor, confidence and a
heart full of love, popping
the question can be a suc-
cess.
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cheese dip fountain. Kids
really loved that. People
are still talking about it.”

Reunion, a Milledgeville
band, provided the music,
but Megan got a surprise
at the reception. “After
Jamie and I danced, and I
danced with my dad and
he with his mom, he got up
on the stage and sang to
me,” she said.

Megan, who is the
daughter of Barry and
Vicki Forrest of Atlanta,
works with the South
Central Health District in
emergency preparedness.
Jamie, the son of Dr.
Thomas Craft and Kathy
Williamson, is a banking
officer at the Bank of
Dudley and is participat-
ing in a training program
to become a commercial
lender. 

Jamie, a Dublin native, and
Megan, who is from
Atlanta, met during college
at nearby Brewton Parker.
The look and feel of their
late-fall celebration, which
featured many traditional
elements, also bore many
different touches of their
own individual personali-
ties, particularly a love for
Mexican cuisine that led
them to go with a taco,
nacho and burrito bar -
with its own cheese dip
fountain - catered by a local
restaurant at the reception
//SSPPEECCIIAALL  PPHHOOTTOOSS

Popping the question: Tips for planning a special proposal...
SPECIAL TO THE COURIER
HERALD

With no one correct way to "pop the question," proposing marraige can be both simple
and involved. Being genuine, humorous and confident are keys to planning and pulling
off a successful proposal.



The Wedding Specialist

A Special Event...Begins With A Tent
The Professionals In Wedding Setup

On Site Estimates & Planning By Appt. • Delivery & Set Up • 
Coordination With Florist & Caterers For Easy Flow Of Planning

A Solution For All Settings 
Backyards, Parks, Beachfront, 
Church Grounds, Plantations, 

Etc...You Name It!

Portable Restroom 
Facilities

Seating For Everyone...
Over 3000 Chairs In 

Different Styles And Colors.

A Table Fit For A King...
Tables, Linin, China, Chaflin 

Dishes, Flatware, Glassware, Food 
Service & Beverage Service.

Only... Champagne & Chocolate Fountains, Candelabras, Dance Floors, Staging Lights, And Much More!

www.donsspecialevents.com • www.donsentertainmentbookingagency.com

Don’s Entertainment
Booking Agency

Don’s Entertainment
Booking Agency

Visit Our Showroom!
707 Industrial Blvd,
Dublin, Ga 31021

(478) 275-3586 • (478) 984-6246

Don’s EnterprisesDon’s Enterprises

Saturday, April 20, 2019 • 77The Courier Herald BRIDAL DIRECTORY 2019

Rachel and Rob East
have known each other lit-
erally all their lives. 

“We grew up together at
First Baptist Church,”
Rachel said. “We started
dating after I invited him
to my 14th birthday party.”

After dating through
high school and college,
Rachel Cannon and Rob
East married June 2, 2018,
at the church that has
always been part of their
lives.

“It was still spring, so I
wanted pink,” Rachel said.
“My bridesmaids wore
long, dusty pink dresses,
and my flowers had pink in
them.”

The gowns came from
Wedding Angels Bridal
Boutique in Roswell, but
Rachel and Rob handled
everything else locally.
“Classic Florist did our
flowers,” she said. “My
bouquet had pink and
white roses, peonies, euca-
lyptus and greenery. I
knew Randy (Stone) could
make what I envisioned
come to life, and he did an
excellent job.” 

Rachel and Rob married
at 5:30 p.m. on a Saturday
and followed their wedding
with a reception at the
Dublin Country Club. “The
country club has had so
much experience with
weddings,” Rachel said.
“All the receptions I’ve
been to there were fabu-
lous.”

The Dublin Country
Club catered the rehearsal
dinner at Moore Station
Club House serving steak
and scallops. 

Robin Allen and Wendy
Tiegs were their wedding
day coordinators. Music by
well-known, local musi-
cians – pianist Dwain
Little, organist Patricia
Nuss and trumpeter Stuart
Stanley – filled the sanctu-

By DAHLIA ALLEN
Contributor

Putting down
new roots...

Rachel and Rob East's strong bonds with their 
hometown shined through a summertime celebration
when the local couple tied the knot this past June 

Rob and Rachel East, both lifelong residents of Dublin, were married June 2 in a ceremony at First Baptist Church, just
across the street from Theatre Dublin (right), before a wedding reception at Dublin Country Club (left). The celebration,
with its hometown feel, represented the deep roots both have in the community//SSPPEECCIIAALL  PPHHOOTTOOSS



310 Pine Forest St. • Dublin
478.272.1239

Let us help you and the bridal
party get ready for your big day!

Hair • Makeup • Spray Tanning

Aum Hospitality, LLC is proud to present the newly 
constructed Hampton Inn & Suites by Hilton.

The perfect place for family and 
friends to prepare for your big day!

A message from Phil and Melanie Patel: “We would like to thank the community, businesses, and 
our friends for your continued support since 1998. Thank you for allowing us the opportunity to 
provide you with the exceptional service you have come to know. We are  honored and excited to 
continue to providing service for the community with this new, unique contemporary hotel.”

1-478-246-6055
103 Travel Center Blvd. • Dublin, GA 31021 (Across from Longhorn)

hampton.hilton.com
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General Manager

478-998-0330
phil.patel@hilton.com
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ary. Elizabeth Coleman
sang “What a Beautiful
Name” and “Be Thou My
Vision.”

Caterer Betty Williams
baked the cakes. The wed-
ding cake layers were fla-
vors of strawberry, caramel
and red velvet. Pink roses
started on the top and cas-
caded down one side of the
cake to the table. The

groom’s chocolate sheet
cake was decorated to
replicate a football field
and sported a football in
the center – a nod to Rob's
career on the gridiron as a
quarterback at Dublin High
School and later a punter at
Mercer University. 

“We chose her because
we knew her cakes were
really good,” Rachel said.

The reception's register took the form of a barrel lid
(above), signed by guests to be hung in the couple's new
home. The ceremony's flowers and Rachel's bridal bouquet
(below) were furnished by Classic Florist//SSPPEECCIIAALL  PPHHOOTTOOSS

Their wedding cake
(at left) was baked
by local caterer
Betty Williams,
with multiple 
flavors featured in
each different
layer. The recep-
tion was hosted
and catered by
Dublin Country
Club//SSPPEECCIIAALL
PPHHOOTTOO
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Rachel and Rob were
engaged 11 months. She
began planning their wed-
ding almost immediately.
However, she would sug-
gest to other brides to
enjoy being engaged for a
few weeks before diving
into wedding plans.

“We stressed over some
small things, but it all
worked out because every-
body in the family had a

designated a job,” she said.
“Don’t sweat the small
stuff. At the end of the day,
you will be married to the
person you love.”

Rachel, the daughter of
Jeff and Cheryl Cannon, is
a speech pathologist at
Byron Elementary School.
Rob, who is the son of
Bubba and Jan East, works
with his dad at Bubba’s
Tire Center. 

Rob and Rachel, who dated
for many years during high
school and college, both
grew up part of strong 
families in Dublin, where
the two met at a young age
while attending First
Baptist Church, where their
late-afternoon summer 
ceremony was held. The
festivities, with their local
flair, involved many of the
places and people who
have been meaningful in
their lives//SSPPEECCIIAALL  PPHHOOTTOO

HHooww  ttoo  hhaannddllee  rraaiinn  oonn
yyoouurr  wweeddddiinngg  ddaayy......

Brides and grooms
fear the prospects of
rainy wedding days.
But even couples who
have contended with
everything from a few
drops to an all-out
deluge on their wed-
ding days look back
fondly on the cere-
monies and recep-
tions. In fact, how
couples handle any
precipitation can
affect how happy the
festivities may be.

! Have a rainy day
game plan. Rain
affects outdoor wed-
dings more than any
other type of ceremo-
ny or reception. If the
goal is to exchange
vows outdoors, work
with the venue to
make this possible
with a tent or gazebo.
However, if the
weather is especially
foul and windy, move
it indoors.

! Invest in golf
umbrellas. Couples
who live in notorious-
ly damp climates can
purchase golf umbrel-
las, which tend to be

larger than the average
umbrella, and keep them
stationed in decorated
stands to ease transitions
between wedding sites
and keep everyone as dry
as possible.

! Wear waterproof cos-
metics. Women in the
bridal party, including
the bride, can ask their
makeup artists to use
durable, waterproof
products. This can help
salvage beautifully com-
posed looks should some
drops begin to fall.

! Know vendors' rain
policies. Some live musi-
cians will not play in
damp weather. Florists
may need to make accom-
modations for arrange-
ments blowing in the
wind. Couples need to
understand what they're
responsible for and what
may be covered if a
weather event occurs.
Wedding insurance may
help cover the costs of
nonrefundable cancella-
tions.

! Move past it quickly.

It is okay to get upset if
the weather turns for the
worse. But don't dwell on
it. Guests will sense nega-
tive energy, and couples
should set the tone of
sticking it through
despite a little adversity -
which can be a good les-
son for the marriage as
well.

! Embrace the rain.
While a couple probably
won't wish for rain, there
are some benefits to over-
cast skies, say the wed-
ding professionals at
Brides magazine. Flowers
are less likely to wilt in
rainy conditions. In the
absence of bright sun-
light, outdoor photo-
graphs can really pop.
Rain is romantic and may
compel couples and their
guests to cuddle close.

Don't let rain on a
wedding day become a
drag. With preparation
and perspective, couples
can handle rainy wedding
days.

SPECIAL TO THE 
COURIER HERALD
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Local attorney Meg
Greer Evans knew there was
something special about her
future husband, Justin,
when he she first met him as
a client in 2017, the first
week that her practice,
Warren Greer Law, opened.

After he was no longer
her client, they became
Facebook friends and soon
after, had their first date.

“He came and visited me
and we talked for almost
two hours that afternoon,”
she said. “He then said,
‘Before I leave, I want to ask
you two things. I want to ask
for your phone number and
I want to ask you to go to
dinner with me. It really
was sweet and he was a gen-

tleman. We went on a date
the next night and then we
have been on a date almost
every weekend since we’ve
met.”

“I was literally in the first
week of opening up my own
law practice, so I was not
thinking about meeting my
husband,” Meg said.

However, after a month
of dating him, Meg said, “I
thought I could marry this
person. I don’t know if he
would fully admit that, but
it was the way that he inter-
acted with his family,
friends and his niece. He
has a best friend who has
two young children. When I
observed his interactions
with other people, I could
see he was hilarious. He’s
really funny and fun to be
around. Everybody just kind

478-275-8346
Dr. Bill Moses

Dublin

www.medspadublin.com

Let Us Help 
Perfect Your 

Look
of a Lifetime

Massage & Spa | Skin Medica Skin Care | Dermal Fillers
Micro-needling | Sclerotherapy | BOTOX® Cosmetic

Chemical Peel | GLO Minerals Makeup
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Law of 
attraction...
By KELLY LENZ
Staff Reporter

A 'courtship of law' followed the chance first meeting in 2017
between Meg and Justin Evans in her brand new legal firm. 
A year later, the couple celebrated their marriage in a May 
ceremony that spelled the happy ending to their unique story. 

Meg and Justin Evans were married in May 2018 at Dublin's First United Methodist
Church (above), a location with special meaning to both//SSPPEECCIIAALL  PPHHOOTTOO
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of gravitates toward him.
He’s the life of the party
type of guy. He’s always
making a joke and always
making people feel com-
fortable and never meets a
stranger.” 

Many of these qualities
such as his sense of humor
and social ease were the
same qualities Meg said
she admired about her
father.

Justin must have felt
the same way, since he
popped the question on
Christmas Eve of 2017 at
Meg’s family Christmas
Eve celebration held at her
mother’s family’s land in
Laurens County. “We got
engaged the day before
Christmas Eve in 2017 and
then we got married May
5, 2018. So we had about
five months planning our
wedding,” she said. “And
of course he got along with
my family so well. I’m an
only child, so that’s hugely
important. He was some-
one that I could see myself
being with forever.”

Their May 5, 2018 wed-
ding was held at First
United Methodist Church
in Dublin with the recep-
tion at Rinesdi Banquets &
Events.

The location of the cer-
emony had a special mean-
ing for Meg. “My family’s
church for years was First
United Methodist Church.
My grandparents taught
Sunday school there. My
parents got married in that
church and we attend that
church. It was very special
to me. We just have a lot of
history with First United
and just absolutely love
the sanctuary and the
stained glass, so it’s a
beautiful church,” she
said. 

For a theme for the cer-
emony and reception Meg
said, “I really went with a
greenery theme, so we
used this forest green and
then a lot of the flowers
were really light colors – a
lot of white and blush pink
– and the then we really
focused on the greenery.”

Green is “actually one
of my husband’s favorite
colors and I really wanted

to there to be a lot of
greenery throughout, so
we had boxwoods every-
where; we had ferns every-
where; We really used a lot
of greenery and so it just
kind of made sense,” Meg
said. “It wasn’t really
hunter green; it really was-
n’t emerald green. It was
really more of a ‘garden-
er’s green.’ I was really
inspired by a Pinterest
post I saw of an arbor.”

Another special touch
was the “E” monogram the
couple used for several of
the tabletops and other
items throughout the wed-
ding and reception. 

The couple wove their
“E” monogram all of the
cups and also the large
monogram was on several
of the tablecloths. “So that
monogram was a thing
throughout the whole wed-
ding, which I thought was
really cool and unique and
it took in something that I
had kind of designed and
put it all around the wed-
ding,” Meg added. 

Also, she said that their
florist, Hadden Powell of
Montrose, helped make
her inspiration come to
life. 

“We were just really
fortunate to get to meet
him. He’s so nice, and he
met with us several to
times and really listened to
what I wanted. He’s really

young and just starting
out. He’s amazingly talent-
ed and was great to work
with and captured exactly
what I wanted, so I’m just
really happy with that.”

The couple chose a
vanilla “naked wedding
cake,” which is an unfrost-
ed cake that is a popular
wedding trend, made by
Nell’s Daughter, a local
bakery in Dublin. Also,
instead of the traditional
groom’s cake, the couple
chose to do five different

cakes in various flavors.  
Lori Thigpen of Nell’s

Daughter, made the wed-
ding cake, Meg said, “but
we actually had several
friends who helped make
the other cakes. That was
special that we had some
family friends who helped
with the other cakes too.”

Thigpen “was great to
work with,” Meg said. “I
sent her several pictures of
ideas I had for the cake
and of course, she made it
exactly how I wanted it to
be and I was super happy.
I felt the rustic look of it
went with the barn look. It
just all really tied together
really well.”

The cake really went
along with Meg’s overall
rustic theme she said. “I
really wanted the whole
wedding to have a kind of
botanical, greenery look to
it, so I focused that and
some flowers and I really
wanted it to have that
look.”

The Rinesdi Banquets
& Events venue also added
to the pastoral, natural feel
of the event, Meg said. “It
really is a blank slate. You
really can make it into
anything you want. The
grass was green. It was a
beautiful day and we had
really good weather. So,

we added our greenery to
what was already an
already very idyllic scene.
It was exactly what I had
in mind. I was so happy
with it. They were so easy
to work with at Rinesdi.
They let us go out and look
at it multiple times. They
are very willing to work
with people.”

Another local touch was
the couple chose to hold
their rehearsal dinner at
Company Supply, which
was just a short walk from
the church. “The food was
amazing. I really love
Company Supply. They’re
so reliable and you know
what you are going to get.
They didn’t disappoint. It
was right when they had
just opened up the new
addition, and they were
really generous and so
helpful. We had such a
good time. It was so much
fun. They had a live band
downstairs so it was like a
little bit of a party. It was
really convenient since we
were able to just walk from
the church to Company
Supply,” Meg said. 

James Scarboro
Photography is who the
couple chose for their
engagement photos and
the wedding photography.
“I loved his photos so

The couple's wedding party at Dublin's Rinesdi Banquets &
Events (above) featured a live band and a frosting-less
wedding cake in a rustic setting//SSPPEECCIIAALL  PPHHOOTTOO

Meg's father and mother (above) were 
married at Dublin's FUMC, where the family
still attends. Meg and Justin wanted the
church's ornate sanctuary (right) to host
their wedding, as well//SSPPEECCIIAALL  PPHHOOTTOOSS
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much” Meg said. “For my
engagement photos, we
went out to my mom’s
family’s farm and took pic-
tures out there. That’s
where we got engaged and
he incorporated a lot of
nature and sunsets, so
that’s something I really
loved about his photogra-
phy. With the wedding
photography, even though
it was indoors, I feel like
he captured the colors and
the concept I had for how
it should look.”

The bride’s hair was
done by Jessica Edge,
owner of Cutting Edge
Salon. Also, Meg added,
“Our rings came from
Smith’s. Owner Natalie
(Curry) is a dear friend
and she helped Justin with
the ring, which he did pick
out himself, but I know for
a fact that Natalie helped
him. I also got his wedding
band from Smith’s. She
was great. Smith’s did so
much. She helped me pick
out my bridesmaids’ gifts,
my hostess gifts. Natalie is
a good friend. She was a
bridesmaid. We registered
at Smith’s and at Colleen’s
China. Colleen’s was also
helpful.”

It took around five
months to plan their wed-
ding, Meg said. “I think
sometimes people think
you have to have a year to
plan a wedding, but so
many of the things we did,
I mean you could have one
meeting and make those
decisions. We probably
could have planned it in

two or three months if we
had really wanted to.”

Also, after thinking
about the planning that
went into the ceremony
and reception, Meg said
she had some advice for
other couples.  

“I would say first of all,
that you really can do it in
any amount of time. If you
want to take a year, or two,
you can, or if you want to
take five to six months,
you can make it happen. 

The other thing Meg
said she would advise cou-
ples is to, “Explore what
your inspiration might be.
For me, I started looking
at the flowers first because
that was the thing that
meant a lot to me. The
greenery, flowers and the
botanical look were very
important. I wanted it to
look like it would fit in
with nature, and look real-
ly green and vibrant even
though the ceremony was

inside a church. So that’s
where my inspiration
started, and I first started
looking on the internet on
Pinterest and then I found
a couple of things I liked
and that helped me
expand out to exactly what
color I wanted. Also, the
design for the monogram
had a leaf motif that went
through it.”

She added that it is
important to, “Find the
thing that is really impor-
tant to you, that you really
love. Some people it might
be their dress, or their

cake or a favorite color.
But, whatever your inspi-
ration is, start there and
use that as a way to kind of
expand out to the other

details. Finally, remember
that there are a lot of deci-
sions to make. Just know
that the unexpected will
happen and it will be ok." 

Details of the decor and tableware at the reception 
featured a green-based color scheme//SSPPEECCIIAALL  PPHHOOTTOO

Meg designed the E emblem that decorated napkins,
tabletops and other items used in both the wedding 
ceremony and reception//SSPPEECCIIAALL  PPHHOOTTOO
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'Classical, elegant
and whimsical'
A combination of big dreams and
hard work in planning helped the
traditional spring wedding of
high school sweethearts Matt and
Erika Steptoe turn out to be as
special as their relationship 

When Erika Morgan
Steptoe met her future hus-
band, Matt, little did she
know that almost eight
years later, the high school
sweethearts would marry
in a ceremony at Pierce
Chapel on the campus of
historic Wesleyan College
in Macon on March 10,
2018. 

When Erika was a fresh-
man at East Laurens High
School she met Matt, a jun-
ior, through his friendship
with her big brother, Blake.
She said when she first
spotted Matt in the lunch-
room before they met, her
initial thought was, "He's
very handsome."

After dating for around
six years, Erika said she
new he was special. "He
had confidence and just a
good personality. He was
respectful – all the quali-
ties you would want in a
husband."

Matt ended up propos-
ing where they first met,
Erika said. "This was in a
field by a pond where her
brother was having a bon-
fire on her family's land in
Laurens County. That's
where they first met and
that's where he proposed.
That's a special spot."

When she began plan-
ning her wedding, Erika
said she did not have a spe-
cific theme in mind. "I just
wanted it to be classical,
elegant and whimsical with
the flowers and décor and

all and inspired by person-
al taste."

The couple used several
local vendors for their cere-
mony and reception but
nailing down a venue took
a little longer. "I had never
heard of Pierce Chapel
before until I looked at my
photographer's page, just
kind of getting ideas from
her," Erika said. "I saw it
on there and I thought it
was really pretty. The alter
had floor-to-ceiling win-
dows behind it.  There is a
heart-shaped lake behind
that. It was beautiful. We
always wanted to get mar-
ried in a church to keep it
traditional. It was stun-
ning."

Her mother, Holly, and
her future husband agreed
when they saw the chapel.
"Having the venue in the
same area was important
for the big reception and all
that and right when we
walked in, we just fell in
love with the chapel. We
brought Matt the week
after, because his opinion
was very important as
well," Holly said. 

After their engagement,
Erika said Colleen's China
assisted her with choosing
her Arte Italica dinner-
ware. "I just went with the
colors that I thought I
would be using in my house
and just tried to find things
that would go with every-
thing, so we could use them
for a long time."

The bride chose a pale
mauve color for her brides-
maids' dresses and selected

By KELLY LENZ
Staff Reporter

Matt and Erika Steptoe, who began dating as students at East Laurens High School, were
married in March of 2018 at Pierce Chapel, on the campus of historic Wesleyan College in
Macon//SSPPEECCIIAALL  PPHHOOTTOO



a wedding gown by Raciela
by Pronovias. To compli-
ment the colors of the
dresses, Ericka said she
selected vibrant bouquets
of pink, purple and orange
flowers from Southern
Florals and Drapes, with
the assistance of owner
Julie Dominy. "She exceed-
ed my expectations and
made my dream wedding
come to life. The bright,
vibrant colors made the
dresses pop. I loved the
combination of them
together," she said.

Timeless Event Rentals
of Dublin also played a role
in providing those detailed,
finishing touches Erika
said. Owner Pam Mathis
"had multiple warehouses
of beautiful décor and any-
thing you could think of or
want, she has it. It was very
nice and convenient to go
and meet with her and pick
out different things. She
was easy to work with. She
had everything ready to go
and packed up for us when
we needed it."

The couple chose a clas-
sic vanilla cake by Cake
Memories Bakery & Supply
Co. "The cake tasting was
fun. We got to try like five
different flavors. She also
made the brownie bites
and cheesecake bites as
well. She was very easy and
good to work with," Erika
said.

"The groom's mother
went and we always
thought he would choose
the groom's cake to be
chocolate and he ended up
choosing red velvet," Holly
added.

Shelia and Gene Hall,
formerly the owners of
Tomorrow's Heirlooms,
made bite-sized fudge
favors for the ceremony in
a variety of flavors for the
couple. Some of the flavors
were chocolate peanut but-
ter, chocolate pecan "and
the basic chocolate fudge
and they were wrapped up
in pretty boxes and rib-
bon," Holly said.

The couple also used
other locals, including
Lance Smith Video for
their videographer and
rented tuxedos from the

Sir Shop.
Holly said Smith "began

the video by showing the
church and the pond and it
was really awesome. He
did the drone as well."

The couple chose
Alexander's Office Center
to print the wedding pro-
grams. "When we went
there, we met with (com-
pany founder) Geva
Alexander. It just so hap-
pened that Erika's engage-
ment announcement was
in The Courier Herald that
day and she laminated a
copy of it for us. I thought
it was so sweet of her to do
that," Holly said.

Erika offered several
important tips to those
planning a wedding, the
first being to book the
venue spot early. "We
booked the venue in
February of 2017, so it took
about one year and a
month to plan the wed-
ding. That way we didn't
have to rush. It was a nice
time to enjoy the process,"
she said.

121 W. Jackson Street, Unit B, Downtown Dublin Tues. - Fri.: 10:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Saturday: 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Furniture • Lighting • Rugs • Bedding • Art 
Accessories • 4,000 sq. ft. Show Room 

Design Services Available

BRIDAL
REGISTRY
Create a gift list full of
unique items and fresh 
pieces from our store

Miller & Company
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Also, Erika said she
would suggest marriage
counseling for any couple

considering marriage. 
Jimmy Towsend, a pas-

tor originally from Dublin,

married the couple. "He
was related to my aunt on
the other side of the family,

The couple's ceremony and reception, best described in her words "classical, elegant and whimsical," was taken to 
another level by the soaring venue in nearby Macon, with its floor-to-ceiling windows and scenic suroundings. Minister
and Dublin native Jimmy Townsend (far right) officiated the wedding//SSPPEECCIIAALL  PPHHOOTTOO
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so that's how we knew him
and his church is in
Macon. 

"I think that no matter
how long you have known
this person, and no matter
how well you think you
know them, going to mar-
riage counseling and dig-
ging deeper and asking
questions that you're nor-
mally not used to, it helped
us grow a lot. I think it
helped our relationship
flourish even more. He
also had us write letters to
each other of why we
wanted to marry each
other," Erika said. 

"He read them but he
didn't let us read them
until he sent them to us on
our first anniversary this
past March," Erika said.
"That was really, really
sweet to be able to get to
read what we wrote a year
ago, of why we wanted to
marry each other.
Whenever we were at the
alter he even mentioned
some things that I said in
my letters and some of the
stuff Matt said in his let-
ters. That made it special."

Erika also said the she
would recommend that
those planning a wedding,
"Enjoy the process. Trust
your vendors. Every detail
is important but at the end
of the day, the wedding
day will be perfect and
how it's supposed to be.
Just enjoy every moment
because it flies by. All that
hard work just pays off on
that day."

Rich, colorful flowers featured in every part of the ceremony and reception, as well as Erika's bridal bouquet (below,
right). Floral arrangements formed an archway above the bride and groom's table at the center of the eating area (above)
and decorated tables (bottom left), the sanctuary (bottom center) and wedding cake (top right)//SSPPEECCIIAALL  PPHHOOTTOO

DID YOU KNOW?
A first dance song at the wedding reception often sets the
tone for the upcoming festivities and can exemplify just
how newlyweds feel about each other. Couples may ago-
nize over which song to choose, but there are many differ-
ent resources available that can help couples narrow down
their options. Spotify, the popular streaming music serv-
ice, has compiled a list of the most popular wedding songs
for 2018, based on global respondents. Their top pick was
"Perfect," by Ed Sheeran, a song that many might suspect
was composed with wedding dances in mind. Sheeran's
"Thinking Out Loud," Etta James' "At Last," John Legend's
"All of Me," and Elvis Presley's "Can't Help Falling in Love"
filled out the remaining top five spots on Spotify's list.



Taking a chance on love
and marriage for the sec-
ond (or third) time is cer-
tainly worthy of celebra-
tion. The Pew Research
Center reports that at least
four in 10 new marriages
now include at least one
partner who has been mar-
ried before, a trend that is
on the rise.

Planning a second wed-
ding can be challenging, as
individuals may be worried
about proper etiquette,
superstitions or meeting
the expectations of others.
But there are no hard rules
governing second wed-

dings. Now that couples are
older and a bit more experi-
enced, wedding planning
may be met with greater
enthusiasm and patience.
These tips can help the
process along.

! Dress it up. Brides
need not eschew white if
they prefer to wear it for
their second weddings.
White, cream, ivory, or
other shades are perfectly
acceptable. Also, brides can
make their gowns as lavish
or as simplistic as they
desire. The length and style
of the dress should reflect
the formality and scope of
the event.

! Make it unique.
Couples who have been

married before may want to
set this new occasion apart
from their previous wed-
dings. Brides magazine
experts suggest discussing
previous celebrations and
what can be done different-
ly this time around.
Couples can use this oppor-
tunity to get to know each
other more intimately by
personalizing their festivi-
ties.

! Don't feel beholden to
intimate affairs. Second
weddings tend to be more
intimate, as guest lists tend
to be smaller and couples
tying the knot again may
prefer more intimacy and
less hustle and bustle. But
couples should not avoid
inviting people simply
because second weddings
are typically small affairs.

Invite as many friends and
family as you want and as
your budget allows.

! Set up a registry.
Established couples may
have the household basics
already in place, but reg-
istries can include fun or
entertaining gifts that
speak to couples' interests.
These may include home
theater systems, fancy
cookware, athletic equip-
ment, or even funds for
travel.

! Involve the children.
Couples who have children
can make them a special
part of their second wed-
ding celebrations. Kids can
play any role in the ceremo-
ny, depending on their age.
If the second marriage
comes after an amicable
divorce, couples can invite

their former spouses to
provide support to their
children so they can feel
comfortable in the wed-
ding.

! Be prepared. The mar-
riage application process is
similar the second time
around, but additional doc-
uments, such as a divorce
decree or death certificate,
may be necessary. These
legal documents also will
be needed for men and
women who intend to
change their last names
after getting married.

A second marriage
deserves as much celebra-
tion as the first and gives
couples an opportunity to
express their love for each
other and their apprecia-
tion to their friends and
families.
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Second marriage guide
SPECIAL TO THE COURIER
HERALD

RRSSVVPP,,  AASSAAPP::  AAllwwaayyss  rreeppllyy  pprroommppttllyy  ttoo  iinnvviittaattiioonnss

In August 2018, a story
made the rounds on social
media rounds that was ulti-
mately covered by various
news outlets. The mother
of a 4-year-old New Jersey
boy sent 30 invitations to
his pre-school classmates
for a party at Chuck E.
Cheese's, a popular kids'
party venue. After receiving
no responses, the mother
held high hopes the kids
would just show up. None
of them did, and her son
was devastated. Chuck E.
Cheese employees collected
gifts and gave the boy a
make-up party a few days
later as a silver lining, but
this story underscores a
growing problem.

Unfortunately, accord-
ing to the etiquette experts
at the Emily Post Institute,
failure to RSVP has become
common - no matter if it is
a birthday party, dinner
party or wedding. The
Institute goes on to say that
relationships often suffer
due to hosts' frustration

and hurt feelings.
Hosts await responses

so they can determine how
much food and beverages
to have on hand, and to
coordinate other details of

the party. When invited
guests do not respond, it
can lead to emotional and
possible financial stress
among party hosts.

With the exception of

"regrets only" invitations, it
is absolutely essential to let
hosts know if their invita-
tion will be accepted or not
- and to do so within the
time frame expressed on

the invitation. It may be
uncomfortable to say no,
but it shows you respect the
party host.

! If a phone number is
on the invitation, call and
personally give a response,
as leaving a message can be
unreliable.

! Many people now offer
texting or email options for
responses. It only takes a
minute to hit "reply" and
give an answer.

! Evites also are popular.
Invited guests simply fol-
low the directions laid out
in the evite. Remember to
follow up promptly with an
answer if you initially opt
for "maybe."

! Mail back response
cards promptly so they
arrive by the RSVP.

! Be sure if you receive a
"regrets only" invite that
you give your regrets if you
can't go. If the host doesn't
hear from you, your pres-
ence is expected.

It is poor form to fail to
RSVP to an invitation or to
submit your response late.
Be prompt when accepting
or declining an invitation.

SPECIAL TO THE COURIER
HERALD

It only takes a minute to respond "yes" or "no" to an invitation. Be prompt when accepting
or declining invitation to a wedding or other special event.
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We Are Blessed To Announce The Opening Of Central 
Georgia’s Premier Wedding And Event Venue!

With every attention to detail, each hand crafted beam and post has been assembled to 
create a beautiful, 3,500 square foot barn.  Surrounded by live oaks on our 200 acre 
working farm, the barn is encircled by miles of picturesque 
landscape and breathtaking sunsets.  Our facility offers all the 
amenities needed as well as planning services for all your personal 
and business events!   We look forward to celebrating life’s special 
moments with you in the beauty of His glory!

478-279-4555 • 610 Old Toomsboro Road, Toomsboro

Couples about to embark
on their wedding journeys
will likely learn a thing or
two about party planning
once their engagements are
over and they are newly
married. Wedding planning
can seem overwhelming and
a tad confusing at times, but
a crash course in wedding
terminology can help cou-
ples make more informed
choices along the way.

! Blusher: A short, single-
layer veil that covers the
bride's face before the cere-
mony.

! Boutonnière: A single
flower bud worn by the men
in the bridal party.

! Canapés: Bite-sized
appetizers served during the
cocktail hour of a reception.

! Civil ceremony: A mar-
riage ceremony conducted
by a council official or justice
of the peace at a municipal
location rather than in a

house of worship.
! Cocktail hour: Typically

an hour-long interlude
between the wedding cere-
mony and the main dinner
of the reception. Guests have
time to arrive and mingle
before being seated.

! Corkage fee: A fee some
establishments charge to
allow guests to bring their

own wine.
! Dais: A podium or plat-

form raised from the floor
where the bride and groom
are seated.

! Deposit: A percentage
of the total cost of service
given to a vendor to secure a
date for their services.

! Dragées: Round, small
edible balls of sugar that

Get schooled on wedding terminology: a
guide to the lingo of wedding planning

appear on wedding cakes.
! Escort (seating) cards:

Printed cards that direct
reception guests to their
seats.

! Fondant: A sweet,
plyable product used to dec-
oratively cover layered
cakes. It can be used in lieu
of straight buttercream.

! Handle wrap: Ribbon or
fabric that wraps around the
stems of a bouquet the bride
and wedding party carries.

! Maid/matron of honor:
The title given to the woman
who assists the bride and
stands closest to her at the
altar. "Maids" are those who
are unmarried, while
"matrons" are women who
are.

! Master of ceremonies:
An individual who will work
with the DJ or band to
announce the various com-
ponents of the wedding

reception.
! Nosegay: A small bou-

quet or flower arrangement
typically given to the moth-
ers of the bride and groom
before the ceremony.

! Processional/
Recessional: Musical pieces
that mark the entrance and
exit from the wedding cere-
mony.

! Receiving line: A line of
the key people in the wed-
ding who welcome and greet
guests.

! Stationery: All of the
paper products used at the
wedding, including invita-
tions, programs and enclo-
sures.

! Tablescape: A word that
describes the multiple com-
ponents of centerpiece
designs.

Learning some basic
wedding terminology can
simplify wedding planning.

SPECIAL TO THE COURIER
HERALD

A crash course in wedding terminology can help couples
make more informed choices along the way to planning
their celebration.



Saturday, April 20, 2019 • 1199The Courier Herald BRIDAL DIRECTORY 2019

1) You will receive gifts that
are special to you and your
fiancé.  When you and your part-
ner take the time to choose
exactly what you want on your
bridal registry, the gifts you
receive from the registry have
unique meaning for you and
your relationship.  Later in your
marriage it's magical to use
"our" barware or the china pat-
tern or kitchen accessories you
chose together!

2) You are less likely to
receive duplicates and items you
don't want or need.  Too many
times if a big box store has a sale
on say...blenders, and you
haven't specifically registered for
anything, this is the gift you'll
get, and you may get more than
one!  If you are registered for 8
dinner plates in a small store, we
are going to try to sell your 8
plates, and then move on to
something else you want.

3) Your friends and guests
want to give you something that
you and your fiancé want and
need.  Your engagement is one of
the few times in life that it's
acceptable to let people know
exactly what you want them to
buy for you!  Guests really want
to give you something that you'll
truly be excited about, and this
becomes easy for them if they
know where you are registered.

4) The selection is great!  You
won't believe all the choices we
have in store for you!  Formal
china, casual china, Christmas
china (the display stays up year
round for registering couples),
pottery, crystal, flatware, metal
serving pieces, pewter,
melamine dinnerware and serv-
ing pieces, barware, great items
for the kitchen, and the list goes
on and on...  It would be hard not
to find something you love!

5) You are going to receive
our personal one-on-one atten-
tion.  While you are registering,
during the gift giving process,
and even in the end if you have
to swap a few things, we are
going to be there in person for

YOU!!
6) Most Mom and Pop stores,

us included, have a website now
like the big box stores.  This
makes it easy for your guests to
see exactly what you want and
receive great service when they
purchase it for you.  It's also an
easy way for you to keep up with
what has been purchased for you
from your registry. 

7) Small businesses have lots
of perks for you when you regis-
ter there.  First of all, we have a
great selection and offer very
personal attention and service.
We have the expertise you would
expect from our experience in
the business.  Because we don't
try to sell everything, we know a
lot about the items we do sell.  If
an enclosure card gets separated
from your gift, we can usually
tell you who the gift was from.  If
you need someone to meet you
after hours, we can usually
arrange that.  At Colleen's, we
have records on registries from
the time we opened, so you can
continue to work on your selec-
tions long after the wedding.  We
are willing to search for special
items that we may not have in
the shop if that's what you are
looking for.  We are willing to
contact shower hostesses to
make sure gifts get to the correct
event and deliver the gifts, too, if
that is what we need to do.  We
have free gift wrap!  The list truly
goes on and on...

8) You can feel good about
registering at a small, local busi-
ness!  Mom and Pop stores sup-
port the local community and
hire local people.  We boost the
local economy and are invested
in our town.  But, most of all, we
really care about our brides and
grooms and their friends who
buy for them!!

Colleen's China is celebrating
its 30th Anniversary this year.
Our combined years of experi-
ence with our current staff is 65
years!  We would love to have the
opportunity to assist you and
your fiance in choosing the per-
fect items to register before your
big day.

8 reasons couples should register at a small
business that specializes in bridal registries...
By SALLY WILLIS DANIELS
Owner, Colleen's China and Collectibles

Our Annual Spode Woodland Event.  L to R: Megan Serensky and Susan Wilson
of Colleen's, Debbie Spurlock of Spode, and Sally Willis Daniels, owner of
Colleen's.  This event is one of the ways Colleen's staff members stay informed
about the latest trends in tabletop and offer special savings to brides and
grooms on their registry selections//SSPPEECCIIAALL  PPHHOOTTOO

Above: Future groom Perry Williamson
and his fiance, Jessica Banks Holt, are
excited after opening a gift at a 
couples shower from their registry at
Colleen's. Left: Registering is a 
sentimental and special time and
involves generations for some brides.
Jessica Clark Bracewell, recently 
married to Blake Bracewell, brought
her grandmother to the shop after
choosing registry selections to get her
seal of approval.  Her mom also
accompanied them to see her 
beautiful patterns//SSPPEECCIIAALL  PPHHOOTTOOSS



“Your Shop”
For Bridal Registry

Come in to select and
register your patterns. Monday - Friday 10 - 6  •  Saturday 10 - 4

We have Middle Georgia’s largest &
best selection! China - Formal & Casual, Pottery -
Many, Many Choices, Crystal, Flatware, Pewter

Arthur Court, Mariposa, Christopher Radko, 
Tervis Tumblers, Lampe Berger, Nora Fleming &

SO MUCH MORE!

272-6767272-6767

Katelyn Alligood - Spence Wood
Rebecca Bishop - Will Couey

Carly Haven Blum - Ryan James Garew
Elizabeth Brack - Jacob Selph

Stevie Rae Brown - Josh Branch
Hailey Bryan - Evan Green

Isabella Cathcart - Gordon Hale
Alicia Cook - Jesse Hall

Kelsey Dame - Grady Cullens
Kala Grantham - Eric Scott

Erica Holmes - Caleb NeSmith
Jessica Banks Holt - Perry Williamson

Jessica Howell - Ronald Ritchison
Caitlyn Loyd - Alex Knight

Heather Milks - Dylan Harrison
Brittany Mullis - Cody Selph
Erica Nobles - Casey Mimbs

Alison Ozment - Joel Feyereisen
Anna Ozment - Brad McClung

Melissa Porter - Jon Barton
Katherine Schaade - Blake Dwyer

Emily Thompson - Chad Wyatt
Jessie-Lee Weaver - Austin Dibble

Lyndsey Wicker - Cody Pharis
Lori Williams - Seth Nicholson

Madeline (May) Williams - Luke Price
Williamsburg Village Shopping Center • 1801 Rice Ave., Dublin
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Christmas Patterns 
Available Year-Round!

Plus
all the
extras
you

need...

Serving
Laurens
County

Brides &
Grooms
for 30
Years!
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